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No. R-12. House concurrent resolution welcoming the 56th annual Shrine
Maple Sugar Bowl Game and Pageant to Windsor, the birthplace of
Vermont.

(H.C.R. 6)
(SPECIAL SESSION)

Offered by: Representatives Sweaney of Windsor, Adams of Hartland,

Emmons of Springfield and Martin of Springfield

Offered by: Senators Campbell, McCormack and Nitka

Whereas, the Shrine Maple Sugar Bowl Game, now under the auspices of

three Shrine centers, Mt. Sinai (Montpelier), Cairo (Rutland), and Bektash

(Concord, NH), was established in 1954 as a fundraiser for regional Shrine

hospitals and to enable all-star high school football teams representing New

Hampshire and Vermont to face each other in exciting gridiron competition,

and

Whereas, the first game in this series was played on Labor Day 1954 at

Holman Stadium in Nashua, NH and raised $4,500.00 for Shrine medical care,

and

Whereas, $4.5 million has since been raised for the treatment of sick

children, and the funds are directed to hospitals in Springfield, MA; Montreal;

and Boston Burns, the Shrine health care facility in Boston that is dedicated to

the treatment of children with burn injuries, and

Whereas, football is not the only aspect of the day as the festivities are

inaugurated with a colorful parade of Shrine units from throughout the
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northeastern United States, now including the lively sounds of the

Shrine All-Star Band, and

Whereas, although this thrilling day of high school athletic competition

between football teams from the green mountain and granite states and festive

Shrine entertainment has a tradition of over half a century, it has only once

taken place in Vermont at Centennial Field in Burlington over 40 years ago,

and

Whereas, this long-standing oversight is happily being corrected on

August 1, 2009 when the Shrine Maple Sugar Bowl and Pageant will be held

in Windsor, with the game being played at Macleay-Royce Field, and

Whereas, the New Hampshire team’s head coach, Greg Husband, brings an

added local tie to the event as he is a 1982 graduate of Windsor High School

where he was a two-time all-state end, and his parents continue to reside in

Windsor, and

Whereas, both Greg Husband, who is the head coach at Franklin High

School, and the 2009 Vermont team’s coach, Mike Hatt from Springfield High

School, had undefeated 11-0 seasons and won state titles in 2008, and

Whereas, 2009 will mark the first Shrine Maple Sugar Bowl in which both

head coaches’ schools were undefeated in the immediately preceding football

season, adding an exciting new element to the game, and
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Whereas, the town of Windsor, the birthplace of Vermont, is honored to be

the host community of the 56th annual Shrine Maple Sugar Bowl Game and

Pageant, now therefore be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives:

That the General Assembly welcomes the 56th annual Shrine Maple Sugar

Bowl Game and Pageant to Windsor, and be it further

Resolved: That the Secretary of State be directed to send a copy of this

resolution to Wayne Shepard, the general chairman of the Shrine Maple Sugar

Bowl, Incorporated, to Greg Husband, to Mike Hatt, and to the Windsor town

clerk.


